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Of the gifts we can give to Ireland, this
example of people joining together for the
common good clearly is the greatest. The
challenges of the coming century demand
that we keep in mind the example of those
who went before us, who built bridges across
their differences and found the strength to
pull together.

We now face a whole new set of challenges
in this new era. The global economy, the ex-
plosion of information, the advance of tech-
nology, the growing mobility of people, all
these forces are bringing us into a more inte-
grated world, more full of possibilities than
ever before. The next century can be the
most exciting time in all human history be-
cause of the opportunities for human possi-
bilities.

But we have to recognize that all these
forces of integration have a darker side, as
well. If we do not rise to the challenges they
present, we become vulnerable to the orga-
nized forces of destruction and evil, for the
modern world requires us to be open in order
to take advantage of all the forces of integra-
tion. And as we become more open, we be-
come more vulnerable to those who would
hate and those who would destroy.

As the people of Northern Ireland are
showing, we can seize the moment. We can
turn away from terror. We can turn away
from destruction. We can turn toward peace
and unity and possibility. But to keep this
process going, to lock in the accomplish-
ments, we must make hope real. To grasp
the opportunity, we must build stronger busi-
nesses and communities and families. We
must have more and better jobs. We must
strengthen the prospects of a better tomor-
row.

That is the way to preempt fanaticism.
That is the way to close the book on old and
bloody conflicts. That is the way to give our
children the future they all deserve. The
chance is there. It is here. It is now. We have
it in our power to make all the difference.
Let us do it.

Thank you, and bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:48 a.m. at the
Sheraton Washington Hotel. In his remarks, he
referred to George Mitchell, Special Adviser for
Economic Initiatives in Ireland; Deputy Prime
Minister Richard Spring, Prime Minister John

Bruton, and former Prime Minister Albert Reyn-
olds of Ireland; Prime Minister John Major and
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland Sir Patrick
Mayhew of the United Kingdom; Ambassadors to
the U.S. Sir Robin William of Great Britain and
Dermot Gallagher of Ireland; John Hume, leader,
Northern Ireland Social Democratic and Labor
Party; U.S. Ambassador to Ireland Jean Kennedy
Smith; and U.S. Ambassador to Great Britain Wil-
liam J. Crowe.

Statement on the United Nations/
NATO Decision To Launch
Airstrikes in Bosnia
May 25, 1995

I welcome the decision of the U.N. and
NATO to launch airstrikes today against a
Bosnian-Serb ammunition site following the
violence of the past several days in and
around Sarajevo. This action was taken in re-
sponse to Bosnian-Serb defiance of yester-
day’s UNPROFOR demand for the return
of heavy weapons to designated weapons col-
lection points in accord with existing agree-
ments.

This action should help NATO and the
U.N. sustain their ability to ease suffering in
the region. I hope that today’s airstrikes will
convince the Bosnian-Serb leadership to end
their violations of the exclusion zone and
comply with their other agreements with the
U.N.

I appreciate the courage and dedication of
the U.N. forces on the ground in the former
Yugoslavia, and trust that this evidence of
U.N. and NATO determination will serve to
enhance the ability of these forces to remain
and perform their missions.

Message to the Congress on Small
Business
May 25, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to forward my second annual

report on the state of small business, and to
report that small businesses are doing excep-
tionally well. Business starts and
incorporations were up in 1993, the year cov-
ered in this report. Failures and bankruptcies
were down. Six times as many jobs were cre-
ated as in the previous year, primarily in in-
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